The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

1. A method for playing audio tracks on a computing device according to a 
globally relevant playlist, the method comprising: 

selecting a first track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 

determining whether the first track is currently accessible to the computing device 
according to a global track identifier associated with the first track in the globally relevant 
playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the first track is currently accessible to 
the computing device, playing the first track on the computing device. 

2. The method of Claim 1 further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the first track is not currently accessible to the computing device, determining 
whether the first track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the first track from the remote location according to the global track 
identifier; and 

playing the first track on the computing device. 

3. The method of Claim 2 further comprising obtaining the first track from the 
remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track format. 

4. The method of Claim 2 further comprising determining whether any 
additional tracks are referenced by the globally relevant playlist, and if so: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

selecting the additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 
determining whether the selected additional track is currently accessible to the 

computing device according to a global track identifier associated with the selected 

additional track in the globally relevant playlist; and 
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if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is 
currently accessible to the computing device, playing the selected additional track on the 
computing device. 

5. The method of Claim 4 further comprising: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is not 
currently accessible to the computing device, determining whether the selected additional 
track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the selected additional track from the remote location according to 
the global track identifier; and 

playing the selected additional track on the computing device. 

6. The method of Claim 5 further comprising obtaining the selected additional 
track, from the remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track 
format. 

7. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
which, when executed, carry out a method for playing audio tracks on a computing device, 
comprising: 

selecting a first track referenced by a globally relevant playlist; 

determining whether the first track is currently accessible to the computing device 
according to a global track identifier associated with the first track in the globally relevant 
playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the first track is currently accessible to 
the computing device, playing the first track on the computing device. 

8. The method of Claim 7 further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the first track is not currently accessible to the computing device, determining 
whether the first track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 
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obtaining the first track from the remote location according to the global track 
identifier; and 

playing the first track on the computing device. 

9. The method of Claim 8 further comprising obtaining the first track from the 
remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track format. 

10. The method of Claim 8 further comprising determining whether any 
additional tracks are referenced by the globally relevant playlist, and if so: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

selecting the additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 
determining whether the selected additional track is currently accessible to the 

computing device according to a global track identifier associated with the selected 

additional track in the globally relevant playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is 

currently accessible to the computing device, playing the selected additional track on the 

computing device. 

11. The method of Claim 1 0 further comprising: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is not 
currently accessible to the computing device, determining whether the selected additional 
track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the selected additional track from the remote location 
according to the global track identifier; and 

playing the selected additional track on the computing device. 

12. The method of Claim 1 1 further comprising obtaining the selected additional 
track from the remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track 
format. 
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13. A method for downloading tracks from a computing device onto a player 
device according to a globally relevant playlist, the method comprising: 

selecting a first track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 

determining whether the first track is currently accessible to the computing device 
according to a global track identifier associated with the first track in the globally relevant 
playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the first track is currently accessible to 
the computing device, downloading the first track from the computing device to the player 
device. 

14. The method of Claim 13 further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the first track is not currently accessible to the computing device, determining 
whether the first track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the first track from the remote location according to the global track 
identifier; and 

downloading the first track from the computing device to the player device. 

15. The method of Claim 14 further comprising obtaining the first track from the 
remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track format. 

16. The method of Claim 14 further comprising determining whether any 
additional tracks are referenced by the globally relevant playlist, and if so: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

selecting the additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 
determining whether the selected additional track is currently accessible to the 

computing device according to a global track identifier associated with the selected 

additional track in the globally relevant playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is 

currently accessible to the computing device, downloading the selected additional track from 

the computing device to the player device. 
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1 7. The method of Claim 1 6 further comprising: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is not 
currently accessible to the computing device, determining whether the selected additional 
track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the selected additional track from the remote location 
according to the global track identifier; and 

downloading the selected additional track from the computing device 

to the player device. 

18. The method of Claim 17 further comprising obtaining the selected additional 
track from the remote location according to the global track identifier and a specified track 
format. 

19. The method of Claim 17, wherein determining whether the first track is 
currently accessible to the computing device according to a global track identifier associated 
with the first track in the globally relevant playlist comprises: 

determining whether the first track is currently accessible to the computing device 
according to the global track identifier and in a format compatible with the player device. 

20. The method of Claim 19 further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the first track is currently accessible to the computing device but not in a 
format compatible with the player device: 

on the computing device, converting the first track to a format compatible with the 
player device; and 

downloading the converted first track from the computing device to the player device. 

2 1 . The method of Claim 20, wherein determining whether the selected additional 
track is currently accessible to the computing device according to a global track identifier 
associated with the selected additional track in the globally relevant playlist comprises: 
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determining whether the selected additional track is currently accessible to the 
computing device according to the global track identifier and in a format compatible with the 
player device. 

22. The method of Claim 21, further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the selected additional track is currently accessible to the computing device 
but not in a format compatible with the player device: 

on the computing device, converting the selected additional track to a format 
compatible with the player device; and 

downloading the converted selected additional track from the computing device to the 
player device. 

23. A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
which, when executed, carry out the method for downloading tracks from a computing 
device onto a player device, comprising: 

selecting a first track referenced by a globally relevant playlist; 

determining whether the first track is currently accessible to the computing device 
according to a global track identifier associated with the first track in the globally relevant 
playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the first track is currently accessible to 
the computing device, playing the first track on the computing device. 

24. The method of Claim 23 further comprising if, according to the previous 
determination, the first track is not currently accessible to the computing device, determining 
whether the first track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the first track from the remote location according to the global track 
identifier; and 

downloading the first track from the computing device to the player device. 

25. The method of Claim 24 further comprising obtaining the first track from the 
remote location according to the global track identifier and a selected track format. 
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26. The method of Claim 24 further comprising determining whether any 
additional tracks are referenced by the globally relevant playlist, and if so: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

selecting the additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist; 
determining whether the selected additional track is currently accessible to the 

computing device according to a global track identifier associated with the selected 

additional track in the globally relevant playlist; and 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is 

currently accessible to the computing device, downloading the selected additional track from 

the computing device to the player device. 

27. The method of Claim 26 further comprising: 

for each additional track referenced by the globally relevant playlist: 

if, according to the previous determination, the selected additional track is not 
currently accessible to the computing device, determining whether the selected additional 
track may be obtained from a remote location, and if so: 

obtaining the selected additional track from the remote location 
according to the global track identifier; and 

downloading the selected additional track from the computing device 

to the player device. 

28. The method of Claim 27 further comprising obtaining the selected additional 
track from the remote location according to the global track identifier and a selected track 
format. 

29. A method for creating a globally relevant playlist, the method comprising: 
identifying a plurality of tracks to be referenced by the playlist, and for each 

identified track: 

writing track reference information into the globally relevant playlist, the track 
reference information including a global track identifier that uniquely identifies the track 
among a plurality of computing devices. 
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30. The method of Claim 29, wherein the track reference information further 
includes a track source from which the identified track may be obtained over a 
communication network. 

31. The method of Claim 29, wherein the track reference information further 
includes the identified track's artist. 

32. The method of Claim 29, wherein the track reference information further 
includes the identified track's title. 

33. A globally relevant playlist for controlling the play of tracks on a computing 
device, comprising: 

a plurality of track references referencing a corresponding plurality of tracks, each 
track reference including a global track identifier that uniquely identifies the corresponding 
track among a plurality of computing devices. 

34. The globally relevant playlist of Claim 33, wherein each track reference 
further includes a track source from which the corresponding track may be obtained over a 
communication network. 

35. The globally relevant playlist of Claim 33, wherein each track reference 
further includes information identifying the corresponding track's artist. 

36. The globally relevant playlist of Claim 33, wherein each track reference 
further includes information identifying the corresponding track's title. 

37. The globally relevant playlist of Claim 33 further comprising information 
identifying the globally relevant playlist's creator. 
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